Tucson Fire Department

Pioneer Hotel Fire Firefighter Individual Reports
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I met Capt Carransa on the Lth or 5th floor, I assisted him in
walking a man down to the mezzanine. Later on, I have no idea
on which floor I was on, Fire Fighter Uthe and I broke into

a room, we found an elderly woman laying behind the curtains, I
put her on my sholder and took her down to the main floor.
Another fire fighter took her, and started to give lst Aid,

she was still alive when I left.

Went up to the S9th or 10th floor, found Capt Sedlack, Engineers
Cox and Tamayo giving lst Aid to 2 woman, put her on may my
sholders and took her downstairs.
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Activities at Pieneer Hotel Fire, Removal of Vietemgo it 10=17=71——
As a member of the crew of ladder number one, on the night of

the Fioneer Hotel Fire, I assisted in removal of live victems
from the westside of the building on the aerial of ladder one.

I 21so assisted in removal of one man from westside of building
with a 45 foot extension ladder. The rest of my activities were

centered on fire fighting activities.
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cussccr Removal of People at the Pioneer Hotel fire, oare10-9=71

My rescue activities were limited to the west side of the hotel
a little north of the main entrance.

First,I helpeg a family of four from a window on the seventh or
eighth floor. This family consisted of a father and mother who were
holding their two children, a boy and a girl, by one hand dangling down the
side of the hotel. Next I helped two men from separate rooms about the
fifth floor, I can't remember the exact floor.

After the above, I saw two ladies on the eighth floor. I helped one
of them from the window to the ladder and passed her on to a fireman below me,
The "other lady collapsed in my arms as soon as I removed her from the
window. I had to carry her to the ground. This was all I helped remove
from the hotel via the Aerial Ladder.

After firefighting activities by the ladder pipe were concluded and
carrying supplies to firefighters on the upper stories, I made my way to
the suite belonging to the Steinfelds. Other firemen were there at the
time and shortly after I got to this suite, I helped place them in chairs
and carry them down(the area on the mezanine where doctors were examining
the victims,

This, to the best of my knowledge is the extent of my rescue activities
at the Pioneer Hotel fire.
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Pieneer Hetel Fire , : pare_L0=10=71

I assisted in the removal of three dead bedies frem the tenth

floor,Twe of the bodies were in reom 1020,ene was a nurse and the other

was an elderly man,The ether victim was in the middle of the hall,
There was another bedy in the same room,but I didn't help in removing
it.All of the above victims were removed to the mezzanine floor where

an ambulance crew teok them,
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Noldi Sanders
UCO 310/Itule
In-Depth

11-21=77

Pionser Hotel

Dre ¥Willism Pord, = Czsa Crsnde physici=:n, sat at the

round poker tzble in his family room., He was wearing 2 faded

green scrud sult, ready to make the evening rounds a2t Hoemako

Hospital.

His wife, Regls, sut next to him, Together they recalled

the night they shared at the Pioneer Hotel in Tueson on Dec. 20,

soven yeusrs sgo when the landmark hotel was set all:me.

Twanty-nine persons died and 34 were injured in the fire,

The Fords escuped slthough Mrs. Ford was hospitslized overmight,




FIRST ADD/senders/Pioneer Hotel

vie rarely ever telk about it," Ford sald, "We sre Just
so grsteful to be slive.”

The Fords had reservations st the hotel for Dec. 19 end
checked into their room in time to chenge clothes before
sttending o wedding that evening, Sinee Mra, ford had not been

feeling well 21l day, they did not asttend the reception,

€
when the Fords retumed to their room after thy wedding,

Pord gave his vife somo medication for her upset stomach, which

also put her to sleep, About midnight Ford awoke to the sound

of scresms,

wihot woke me up was the nolse, WNe had left our window

oven snd T could heasr the yelling and hollering, Then, when

1 wos up, I could smell the smoke,” Ford said,

The Pioneer Hotel had three elevotions, The mein struc-

ture was 11 stories with 2 roof garden, A sixz-story east wing

wes sttzehed to the medn bullding, A two-story level with the

swimming pool ares covered the rest of the resr ares of the

hotel.




0/sanders/Pioneer Hotel

The 29 persans who died #1l occupied the sixth through

eleventh floors, The Fords occupied an eighth floor room

overlooicing the pool.

After rezlising the hotel was on fire, Ford tried to

arouse his wife, He had trouble waking her becsuse of the

medication snd eventuslly pushed her out of bed with both feet,

Pord had remembered seeing the fire escape st the end of

the hell next to the elevator, They decided to run, "The

first thing we did was go into the bsthroom end get wet towels

to put around our heads,” iMrs, Ford said,

vje made an agreemant thot we would hold handsy» Ford

saide "I would open the door quickly =nd we would run, If

it was 00 bad out there we sgreed to come back in the room.”

They had decided to count steps so they would be sble 1o

find their way buck if necessary, It only took three steps

t0 Imow they could go no farther,




) ADD/Senders/Pioneer HHotel

"There was sgecfening rosr in the hall,» szid Mrs. PFord,

nrYou could #ee the color of the fire czhove ths rolling black
!
amoke, It wss rollgng like a tomudo,"
They imedistely returned to their room =nd ron for the
window,
¥ith thedr door open for thut short while, the Ford*s room
had filled with smoke, v¥e stood on the windowsill holding
the frome =nd hung our he=ds out the window to brestls,"
syid, The windows were the old fashioned roll-out kind
motel frame,
The fire wis set ¢gn two locotions on the fourth floor Ly
n srsonist, Aecording to the Tueson Fire Depertment fire
report, "¥ith devaststing speed, the fire spread und tumed
into a holocaust never before experisnced by
The open stairwsys, synthstic carpeting on the floors,
vinyl wall covering, «nd combustible contents c¢eused the fire
to extend up the open stalrways wnd engulf the hallwoys of the

fourth through oleventh floors with incanceivable speed.™

—ROTC-




2 fyn 3
nders/Ploneer Hotel
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Paylor, 17 2t tie time of the fire, wis

on July 8, 1975, of 28 murder charges., He is now serving 2

1ife sentences in the Arisen: Stote Prison, One person died

year =fter the fire =nd elthough the deoth w=s crxused by the

not charged in thot death
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died in the fire, s Fords lumg to their window they tried

to help ailye
gotten pandelky,
little bit. He would
into the room,
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wore in the room thit night slso dled, Two of then disd
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EVENTH ADD/Sanders/Pioneer Hotel

Ho reached around the window snxd shook the pipe to e

» it would hold, Then he took a2 chonco and lespt around

the window, grabbed the pipe, =snd started his descent.

"I could got o good grip of the pipe with my honds and

0
feet sk I sterted down and yelled for Regis to come on., But,

got below our window, the nice easy c=st iron pipe

chinged to » smooth metal conduit pipe that hod been bolted

onto the woll, I could hardly get a grip with oy hands,”

Pors ssadd, HMrs. Pord did not follow,

With his toes and fingers; Ford got enough grip to work

his way down, Between floors he was sble to pull the pipe

woy from the w=2ll a little bit widch mede it ezsier,

] remembor saoying to myself that Fegls will never be

ble to do this," Ford said,

A8 Ford made his way down he spotied Dr, lewis

intermationslly imocam philosopher wiw wos in Tucsen

mocting st the University of Arizona, He was about to Jumo

from bds sixth floor window when Ford culled out to dm and

showed him the pipe, Deck then followed Ford dowm the pipe

to the second story roof and safety,

{00




SIGHTH ADD/Scenders/Pioneer Hotel

wihen I got down to the floor I just couldn't believe it,

There were still no fircaen

TEORCGEEOEENIGRARIE N thore 50 I ron across the sub-roof

nd just got to the edge «nd there was ¢ two or three foot

parnpet that camo up with tile on the top of it," Ford said,

I started over that and I could see firemen, 1 started

scresming %y wife! vWe need helpl We need helplt,”

The firemen coms carrying o laedder thet only reached to

the fourth floor. Another group followed iat with =n extension

ledder, Ford tried to help them put it up.

"Ihey sodd they didn't need me so I went in ths commer

arted t0 nray. I could see the ladder going up. I

looked up and I could see sy wife in the window with the

bohind p 1 sihlowtie,” Ford sald,

Téo firemsn were injuwed while trying to reach Mrs, Ford,

e {Myomon fell off the l:dder, Tho extension of the ladder

collspsed esteldng the =nide of the other men and leaving

I dongling upside dowe




HINTH ADD/Sanders/Pioneer Hotel

Hrs, Ford had tried to reaeh the pipe to follow her

Dusoend down but couldnt't sspkk reach iv.

e 5}001) in the

window hopdng help would come when the doon connecting the

Fori's roo: with the famlly's next doon exploded with fire,

o

There was a fivemcn with o group of teen~-agers £ the

slu=story 100f lwir e Ford's window, They tried to throw

HYee foxl & rope and urged Ler not 1o Jjump,

milver the explosion the Irame on the window waes getiing

ed ot nd I coulda't stuy tiwiee 1 had
gald Mra, Forde vI really didatt thing I

ite 1 wud reclly scared,”
“TO

HPrse Forc Juwped around ) ihe pipe aaud

e kids flnally got the rope over o her

round hor wodst while gripping the pipe,

O B0 SomeuneIa,y”

Wi going to mike

started ber wey dowun,

she tied it

] no moxe ot that rope on and I fell, Wy Loe cought in

tio pipe and I waa honging upside downy™ Hrs, Ford said,

“l palled bogk wp waing the rope cad tien used AV Lo inch

down the pipe aguine®




LHTH ADLY/ Sanders/Fionesr Hotel

» wiole tine thot this wes going ony the firemen had
set the extension l:dder up to tie sixth floor, Hrs, Ford
went down the rest of the way by ledder,

Plonser Hotel met the minlaa stindards for szfety

clty for its ugs and elsns, szdd LeD. Gllmore,

s arson unit, although new buildings were putting

utonstic sprinkler systens d closed stairenses, it w

oquiresent for ths oldey buildings,

an
e fire indticted;immediste clisngs

\

wiving tiese o prevention messures {or non-residentizl
o 3

miltiple story bulldings in Tucson,
open #Lulrcase ot tie Pioneer worimd like o chlamsy,
e fire Wy, 23 Gilwore salds If the staircuse
closed, e fire prodably would have been contained
an e fouwrtia floov.
ier repedrs, tie hotel wis I‘BO_'.!’!'."L‘?A)JJ?. failed, It

is now velng wsed @8 wa office bullding,







TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE REPORT
PIONEER INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
80 No. STOINE AV E.

DECEMBER 20, 1970




PIONEER INTERNATIONAL HOTEL FIRE
80 North Stone Avenue, Tucson, Arizona
0019 Hours, December 20, 1970

HOTEL BACKGROUND

The Pioneer International Hotel is located in the heart of
downtown Tucson at the intersection of North Stone Avenue and
Pennington Street. This attractive hotel building was constructed
in 1929 by one of Tucson's most prominent business men,

Mr. Harold Steinfeld. The hotel was a popular place for tourists,
dignitaries, and celebrities to stay when visiting Tucson. The
Cleveland Indians made the hotel their home while conducting

their annual spring training program in the 01d Pueblo.

Vice President Agnew recently occupied a seventh floor suite
during a short visit for a speaking engagement in the hotel's
attractive ballroom. The warm hospitality extended to our
neighbors south of the border gained fame for the hotel, and

soon many of the prominent families from the State of Sonora,
Mexico, made it a point to stay at the Pioneer Hotel while on
business and pleasure trips in the City. Local and out of town
groups enjoyed holding their banquets, dances and conventions in
the main ballroom of the hotel. 1In the past 41 years of existence,
the Pioneer Hotel loomed as one of Tucson's most prominent land-
marks.

CONSTRUCTION

The Pioneer Hotel has three distinct elevations. The main structure
is 11 stories high. The dimensions are approximately 128 feet by 56
feet. It has a roof garden with exterior walls that make it appear
to be a 12-story structure. The east wing attached to the main
structure is six stories high and the dimensions are approximately
54 feet by 71 feet. There is approximately 15,000 square feet of
structure that is two stories high to the north and east sides of
the main structure and east wing. The area of each floor from the
third floor through the sixth floor is approximately 11,000 square
feet. The area of each floor from the seventh floor through the
11th floor is approximately 7,000 square feet. There is a full
basement under the building. The exterior walls are constructed

of reinforced poured concrete. All columns, tees, beams, and
ceiling joists are constructed of reinforced poured concrete.
Partitions are constructed of hollow three-inch tile with one-half
inch of plaster on both sides. All the floors are also constructed
of reinforced poured concrete. The roof of the two-story section
on the north side has a roof made of metal decking with insulation
and built up composition. The two-story section on the east has
wooden decking with built up composition roof. The remainder of
the roofs are constructed of reinfcrced poured concrete.

All public hallways had noncombustible fiberglass accoustical tile
ceilings hung on steel supports. The space between this ceiling

and the floor above concealed the air conditioning plenums, electrical
conduit, and water lines. Doors off the hallways were unrated
wooden panel with wooden door frames. The public hallways were
lighted by fluorescent light fixtures, each having a plastic defuser
held in place by a wooden frame. The floors in the hallways and

22 inches of the walls above the floor were covered with a good
grade of synthetic carpeting. At the 22 inch level there was a

3/4 inch by 8 inch plywood board with a laminated plastic surface
paralleling the floor. The remainder of the walls were covered

with a vinyl wall covering.

The hotel has two interior stairways and one smoke tower. One open
stairway leads from the main floor lobby to the second floor mezza-
nine. There are self closing, fire rated doors on the second floor
leading to an op~n stairway, which extencs to the sixth floor and
teminates in the east/west public hallway approximately 12 feet
east of the elevator lobby. The other open stairway is in the
north/south public hallway approximately 40 feet from the north

end and goes up through the 11lth floor to the roof. At the roof




level, there is one solid door leading to the roof and one louvered
door leading to an equipment room. In the center of the hotel
there is a narrow, open stairway leading from the basement to the
second floor office area. At the south end of the 1lth story

tower there is a smoke tower which leads from the second’ floor
mezzanine to the roof. There are two exterior fire escapes. One
is located at the north end of the 11th story tower. The other

is located on the north side of the east wing and is accessible
only through a guest room.

The hotel building has a total of four elevators. There are two
manually operated passenger elevators which go from the basement

to the 11th floor. They are located at the south end of the north/
south public hallway. There is one manually operated service
elevator, which runs from the basement to the 11th floor. It is
located approximately 20 feet east of the north stairway. There

is an open freight elevator in the northeast corner of the two-
story section which goes from the basement to thé second floor
kitchen.

OCCUPANCY

The street floor of the building consists of the main lobby, dining
room, cocktail lounge, and several businesses. On the second floor
there are several banquet rooms, a kitchen, business offices, and

a large ballroom. The third floor through the 11lth floor consists
of approximately 175 hotel rooms and suites. -At the time of the
fire there was a total of 113 permanent and overnight guests staying
in the hotel. Several of these guests were visitors from Mexico.
Approximately 350 persons were attending a Christmas party in the
large ballroom on the second floor. Some members of the hotel

staff were on duty.

FIRE LOAD

Most of the hotel rooms and suites had typical furnishings, such
as wooden dressers and chests, beds, drapes, etc. The only
furnishings in the hallways consisted of one wooden table 24 by
48 inches and two wooden chairs. These were located near the
elevator on each floor. The floors of hallways and rooms were
covered with a good grade of synthetic carpeting. The vinyl wall
covering, painted wooden door frames and painted doors also con-
tributed to the fire load.

FIRE PROTECTION

The building has a wet standpipe system with the Fire Department
connection on the Stone Avenue side of the building. There are
two hose cabinets on each floor up through the sixth floor and
one cabinet on each floor from the seventh through the 1llth floor,
which are connected to the wet system.

There is also a dry standpipe with Fire Department connections on
the Pennington Street side of the building. This system consists
of one standpipe, which goes up the smoke tower with one 2-1/2 inch
outlet at each floor.

The building does not have a sprinkler system. The stairways in
I ) Y

the hotel are open and unprotected. There are no heat or smoke

detectors in the building.

WEATHER

The United States Weather Bureau at the Tucson International Airport
recorded a temperature of 43° Fahrenheit, relative humidity 69, wind
9 knots from the southeast and a clear sky at 2300 hours on

December 19, 1970.

STORY OF THE FIRE

Fire investigators believe the fire was ignited around midnight by

=




an arsonist in.at least twa separate locations on.the fourth floor.
The fire went unnoticed for several minutes. Then, with devastating
speed, the fire spread and turned into a holocaust never before
expericnced by the City of Tucson. The open ;Lnirw"vv, snythetic
carpeting on the floors, vinyl wall covering, and combys tible
contents caused the [ire to extend up the open stairways and engulf
the lillddy" of the fourth through the 1lth floors with inconceivable
speed.

The fire gutted one room on the sixth floor, three rooms on the
eighth floor and two rooms on the ninth floor. Searing heat and
acrid smoke engulfed the hotel from the fourth through the 1llth
floors, causing a large loss of life in the upper floors.

REPORT OF THE FIRE

Incoming alarms, dispatches, and radio communications are recorded
on tape. The time is recorded every six seconds on the tape. Times
indicated on this report were taken from these tapes and are reason-
ably accurate.

The first report was received by the Fire Dispatchers at 0019:15
hours on December 20, 1970, reporting.a car fire outside the Pioneer -
Hotel. This was reported by the cashier at the Downtown Shoppers
Garage, 90 North Church Avenue, one block west of the hotel. Ad-
ditional information was not given by the cashier, as he stated he
could not leave the cashier cage unattended.

The second report was received from Emory Forkin, calling from the
Tucson Federal Building one-half block south of the hotel, re-
porting a fire on the seventh floor of the Pioneer Hotel. This
report was received at 0019:33 hours.

A third report of the fire came from the Pioneer Hotel staff at
0019:45 hours, stating that there was fire on the third floor and
smoke in the upper floors.

The Fire Department continued to receive reports of the fire. At
0022: 31 hours a person at the Old Pueblo Club in the Tucson Federal
Building reported the PLCRU“E Hotel on fire The person broke off
the report by stating, '"Oh, here they come. Well, I see the fire
trucks now."

Of the many reports received by the Fire Department, the locations
reported varied from the second floor to the seventh floor. Early
reports indicated that people were yelling for help and breaking
glass windows.

DEPARTMENT BACKGROUN

The Tucson Fire Department provides fire p)OLOCL101 within the city
limits o6f the City of Tucson, which covers 1np:u nately 80.9 square
miles and has a population of 263,000 people. 01 December 20, 1970,
the Fire Department 'n“'? a total compliment c‘i' 288 fi cfl,gnllm'
personnel. The Fire Suppression Division normally has 79 firefighting
personnel and three Lh.(' of1,<ﬁ1s on duty. There are 12 fire stations
housing 13 engine companies, 4 ladder companies and 5 rescue companies.
The department has 6 apparatus in reserve that can be manned by ofi-
duty persomnel and put in service as engine companies when needed.

Most of these reserve apparatus are overage for active service.

SUMMARY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS

A total of four alarms were dispatched to the hotel fire, consisting
of 11 engine companies, 4 ladder companies, (I ladder company was
operating with a reserve engine) and 5 rescue cnm;inLOQ, A total

of 70 on duty firefighting personnel manned these companies. Three
on duty chief officers also responded.

Fire companies from the first alarm arrived at the scene approximately
three minutes after the first report was answered by the Fire Dis-




munications Center.

arriving companies and chief officers reported consi
ng from ndows of the upper floors of the hotel.
in a state of panic and yelling for help. So & 2

%un'Ln" from windows, standing on ledges and balconies waiting
be rescued. A woman jumped to her death near thesfirst arriving
ladder truck as the aerial was being extended. Three other perso
died from falls during the fire. As the first companics entered
the hotel, it was obvious that the building was well involved with
fire.

The Fire Commander, Assistant Chief Richard Bayless stablished a
2 . 2 4

command post on the southwest corner of Pemmington Street and Stone

Avenue. A combined operation of firefighting and rescue beca

the first major objective of the Fire Department. The two on

District Chiefs divided the command for interior firefighting

operations.

Ladder companies immediately spotted their trucks and extended t
aerials for rescue operations. Several of their hand ladders w
also used for rescue. All of those persons in need of rescue whe
came into view of the ladder companies were successfully rescued
from windows, balconies and ledges. After Ladder 1 completed their
rescue operations from the exterior of the building, they used
their ladder pipe to fight fire through the windows on the eighth
and ninth floors.

Engine companies assigned to firefighting took ho"c 1‘ s to each

of the fire floors and attached them to the dry e connection.
These lines and the wet standpipe system were us fight most of
the fire in the hallways and rooms. Two lines were laid to the rear
of the building and some firefighting was done with these lines after
being taken up ladders.

The Chief of the Fire Department, L. F. Peterson, rospo“dod from his
home, and arrived at the scene a few minutes after the first arriving
companies. He initiated a "Yellow Al ert‘, which is a crisis re-
quiring the assistance of outside agencies or other city department
At this time he assumed the position of Disaster Operations Chief,
responsible for coordinating the activities of all agencies or
departments at the scene. The primary need at this time was for

transportation and medical treatment of victims.

As off duty chief officers arrived at the scene, they were assigned
sectors (areas of responsibility) for firefighting, rescue, staging
areas, etc. Off duty firefighting personnel were organized intc
companies at Station #1 and then sent to the scene to carry out a
specific assignment, bolster company strength of companies at the
scene, or to re lieve injured or fatigued personnel. Ninety-two

off duty firefighting personnel reported to the scene during the
emergency.

A Fire Department Operations Center was established at Station ##l
four blocks from the fire scene. At the Fire Department Operations
Center several off duty chief officers reported and coordinated

the support of manpower and equipment needed at the scene. They
also arranged to provide fire p“otouLiox for the rest of the city
during the emergency. This was accomplished by calling in five
mutual aid fire companies, manning !wnx reserve engine CUruﬂﬂios
with off duty men and utilizing the two on duty companies tha

did not respond to the scene. All of these companies were rlh;»l?JlCd
areas left vacant by companies at the hotel fire.

Approximately one hour after the initial dispatch, the fire was
under control. The objective of the Fire Department now was to
make a systematic search of every room for victims and to ex-
tinguish any existing smoldering or spot fires. To establish a
control of rooms checked, a white rag was¢ tied to the door knob

of each room after it was thoroughly searched and cleared of any
victims. This operation lasted for approximately two and one-half

o
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OTHER AGENCIES

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Tucson Police Department
duty policemen were recalled
Sheriff's Department,
of the first arriving police

g :
;P a
Border

firemen in rescue operations.

responded to the scene. Some off
and assistance was given by the
Patrol and Highway Patrol. Some
officers at the sce assisted
The police maintained perimeter

and crowd control and were responsible for casualty control.

NEWS MEDIA

During the first phase of the fire, numerous people from the various
news media went to the scene to take pictures and give news releases.
After the fire had been brought under control, Mr. How

City Public Information Officer, established an Emergen

ations Center at the Police Department two blocks scene
where members of the news me 1 reported. From location

the dissemination of all ne releases were coordinated
prevent conflicting and erroneous reporting. During the emergency
the Police and Fire Communication Centers received numerous calls
from news media in other cities requesting information about the
fire. These requests were channeled to the Public Information
Emergency Operations Center.

-

to

I

MEDICAL

When the '"Yellow Alert" was initiated, key persons in the medical

field were alerted. A command physician then reported to the

with other doctors and a mobile medical team. At the

checked victims and those in need of medical attention 1

to hospitals. Those pronot d dead the scene were taken
County Morgue. Several of the local hospitals activated
ster plans and were prepared to receive injured victims £

a4
et

ED CROSS

volunteer and staff Red
notificd of the hotel

A canteen was set up
Some volunteers
offered

hotels

Cross disaster workers responded
fire. First aid teams repor to

to serve firefighters and rescue
assisted at the morgue. Other Red Cross
assistance to victims who were hospitalized or
and motels,

Fifty ) )
when ted the
worl
-personnel
housed in

A G
Kers.

Cross ; from all over the country
ico. 'he majority of the calls were from Hermosillo, Mexico,
umber of persons registered at the hotel were from that

The

]
Y ¢

Red




unteers sisted in aanswering these
to the survivors who were from Mexico.

noulance companies who provide the emergency awhuldxC(
he City lo‘”ohuLL ind urgvlCud for the
+h

to hospitals and the
ambulances for thi

xtensive fire damage to the hallways and stairways from
floor through the h floor. One room on the sixth
one room on the ninth
Q'a;.oycd Other rooms from
smoke and heat damage, as

ooms on
oor,
fourth

jicated by melted nes, lamp shades, plastic articles,

structural damage to the building

to contents and building is

rexe 28 persons who died as a result of the fire. All of
these persons were occupants of from the sixth floor through

the llth floor.

ived medical attention due

It is known
upants received first aid

to injuries
Creatment at
There were 34 reported injuries to firefighters. Many of the re-
ported injuries were due to smoke 1 nnlaLlon aﬁd overexertion.
fresh air and rest, these firefighters did not
require medical attention here were 19 who w;re taken to hospitals
or treated by doctors. he most seriously injured firefighter sus-
t a broken pelvis. ne fire hter broke his ankle, one
vere lacerations or 5 leg &nd one chief officer
V smoke i seven others injured
nough to lose time from w e remainder OLLhOSC
re released after being c“ccmhd by a doctor.
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BOARD (

fire, the Mayor ¢
‘1r1<l two Counci

point a Board of Inquiry, consisting
'n, Lo L restigate the Pio T Hotel

1]

1]

nse €
}11". Following is a copy of their report:

This Board, composed of Mayor Corbett and Councilmen Borozan and
Royal, was created to inquire into the disastrous fi e on

December 20, 1970 at the Pioneer Hotel and, using any formation
derived, to take all available steps to prevent any occurrence

of a similar tragedy. The Inquiry Board's activities have been
supplemented by investigations conducted by the administrative
staff, pdrticu]arl¢ the Fire and Police Departments. In addition,
the CLL) has had the assistance of outside consultants.

The information presented in this report does not purport to in-
dicate liability; rather, the intent is to disclose relevant

information dev eloped by the Board through City of Tucson employees,

a consultant employed by the City of Tucson, and interviews with
those who had knowledge of or were witness to the fire.

City activities in the aftermath of the Pioneer Hotel fire are
covered in this statement, together with a review of City actions.

RESPONSE BY CITY FORCES

Fire Department:

First notification of the fire came by pJn‘-c telephone to the
Fire dispatch operators at 0019:15 hours Lyor“lr; a car fire
in the vicinity of the Pioneer Hotel. Almost simultaneously a
second call at 0019:33 reported a fire on the seventh floor at
the Pioneer Hotel. At 0019:45 a call from the Hotel s

there was a fire at the Pioneer on the third floor.

The following equipment was ip‘tiul]y dispatched at 2 hours;
Engines 1, 2 and 3; Ladder trucks 1 and 3; and Rescue Truck 1.

Approximately one minute and 42 seconds after dispatch, Engine 1
announced to other units by radio that the‘ would make a high-
rise lay (an indication of an active fire). Engine 2 responded
by announcing a similar lay nine seconds later.

Three minutes and 35 seconds after the initial dispatch, fire
officers at the scene 70qu*srué Fire communications personnel
to dispatch additional equipment (second alarm), to 1er with
ambulances and rescue units. anincs 4 and 5; Ladder 2, and
Rescue 2 were then dispatched to the Hotel.

Seven minutes after the first dis h of fire equipment, the
(third alarm) call was made, sending Engines 8, 10 and Rescue 3
to the scene.

Police Deg

irtment:

At 0021 the Police radio operator dispatched office
ported fire at the Pioneer Hotel; € Llth of ficers:

almost simultanecusly with the first fire ipment Upon a

report of the fire's severity, other officers were 1ispatched
to initially assist in traffic and crowd control, rescue at-

tempts, and aid to the injured.

rs to a re-
s arrived




LRVESTI(

Board of Inqui
Board requested those with knowledge of the Pionecer

appear before s a result, hotel employees
- csses to activities concerning

aspects of the fire w

related actions and

has concluded that there is no question concerning
action and performance of the City's organizations and
in respending to the fire and rendering aid and assis-

Report

is W. Holmes from the Arson Investigation Unit of the
)yivision of Forestry has been retained by the City of
to conduct an independent investigation of certain aspects
fire.

a consultant, Mr. Holmes' task was to determine the '"point of
origin and cause'" of the fire. A preliminary report was submitted
to the City Attorney on January 6, 1971. Certain related photo-

s of Mr. Holmes' investigation) will be forwarded
i a later date, together with his complete and
report.

following is a summary of the preliminary reports by Mr. Holmes.
his opinior

The fire was i tion and man-caus mechanically-
caused, by € e fe 1ire and e cause is concluded
to be an n

The fire ha s its pc f origin, the fourth floor of
the hotel, with twe tinct "start' points in the fourth
floor hallway, each separated from the “her by approximately

60 feet;

The path he flame spread (travel) is fairly w
tablished by physical evidence.

investigation was conducted indepen-

g that had been developed by the

Tucson Fire Departrs s 02 thex westigators. His opinion and

conclusion were based upon the physical evidence observed in and
about the fire scene.

It should be noted the Tu
study : I
to ret: r Mr i S fir ffi ls set
portion of the hotce i ) ttem establish
] ilmed so
the over:
artment
Fyvye : o 3 ™ C
furnishing:

the hotel.

Depa

mel : volved 1n an ongoing investli-

_ the consultant's further
¢ he Fire Department for use in

<
Additi
.
1

availab




Physical evidence

laborato ana

resistance, combustion qual
reactions of various mat

Police Department

The Police Department conti s its investigation into
question and all related as cts of the tragedy The Pc
Department's investigation is in coopervation with that
Fire Department.

GE}

With this report, the task of the Fire Inquiry Board has been

accomplished and no further action by this special body is con-
templated.

In an attempt to such a
legislative action will be propos
conform to national standards.
more stringent reg

may well consider the iination
protection requirem !
recommendations

Building I

they

immediate action by this Mayor and

During the Board's i e “hat many citizens
in this community, each in his own v his fe W man in
hectic moments of the fi ing 4

Tl 2

which

followed. This response should not gc ecognized in other-

wise technical report from this
of its people.

ud
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FOR 2ND ALA

Cit CREATER

1ST ALARM
2NC ALAR
3RO ALARM
A4TH ALAF

5THA

6TH ALARM

TOTAL COMNPANIES
ALERTS INITIATED

PARTIAL ALERT

FULL ALERT

YELLOW ALERT

RED ALERT

IF YELLOW CR
INDICATE
POLICE PROBLEN

DISASTER CPERATIONS CHIEF 2 ul-Lr) ; SR
FIELD CCIIMANCERS

ez 2t CP at

VIATER

BLIC WORKS

CIVIL DEFENSE

to Chief

RATURY: __ 1 ‘ahrenheit

HUMDITY

" TOTAL FIRE PERSONNEL TO SCENE

(TO THE TIME THAT ONLY A FIRE WATCH IS REQUIRED AT THE
SCENE) J

N DUTY CHIEFS
ON DUTY FIREFIGHTERS
ON CUTY FIRE INSPE
C™ CUTY MAINT

ON DUTY TECH. SERV. PERSONNEL

ON DUTY TRAINING PERSONNEL O

OF

OFF DUTY h‘AHu

OFF DUTY TECH. .
OFF DUTY TRAINING PERSO!

TOTAL OFF DUTY TO SCENE
TOTAL TO Scene’ 163
FF DUTY TO OTER ASSIGNMENTS

CHIEFS
FIREFIGHTERS
FIRE INSPECTORS
MAINTENANCE FERSONNE
TECH. SERV. PERSONNE
TRAINING PERSONNEL

,_
)
o Olo el

TOTAL TO OTHER ASSIGNYMENTS 20

2ug _rescue

TIME FIRZ WAS UNDER CONTROL

TIME COMPANIES AT S
TO GO INTO SERVICE

TIE ALL FIRE COI
CLEAR OF THE S

FIRE PERSONNEL LEF ON FIRE WATCH YES X NO

TOTAL OFF DUTY MEN REPORTING 322
(TO SCEME AND OTHER ASSIGHMENTS)

TOTAL ON DUTY NOT AT
TOTAL ALL FIRT PERSONNEL
{ON DUTY AND OFF DUTY WHO REPORTED TO Dt "'Y)

IF YES---HOW tONG _2L00 12-70-7C

wocation__ 89 ¥e

FIRT FACTOR ND. 2

FIREFACTOR NO 3

1

RIES —22L _ CIVILIANS
DEATHS 28 civiLians
Sonk

ws, Rickets, Barkley

CISPATCHERS

VALUECF ¢

LOS5TO

INSURAICE 2L _YES e

CFFISER MAKING REFORT




FiRt. CO NO
DISPATCH TIME
TINE AT SCENE

TIME IN SERVICE
TIME LEAVING SCENE
MILEAGE TO SCENE

PULIP TIME

FEET OF LACUOER

I INCH HOSE

1 1/2 INCH HOSE

2 I/2 INCH HOSE

3 INCH HOSE
GALLONS USED

CAPTAIN

rsrela

FIRE CO NO
DISPATCH TIME
TIME AT SCENE

TIME IN SERVICE
TIME LEAVING SCENE
MILEAGE TO SCENE

PUNP TIME

FEET OF LADDER

I INCH HOSE

I 1/2 INCH HOSE

2 1/2 INCH HOSE

3 INCH HOSE
GALLONS USED

MEN RESP ONDING
CAPTAIN Jensan Re

FIRE CO NO
DISOATCH TIAME
TIME AT SCENE

TIME IN SERVICE
TIE LEAVING 3

MILEAGE

FEET OF LAD
I INCH HO
I 1/2 INCH HOSE
21/2 INCH HO
3 INCH HO
GALLOMNS

IMEN RESPONDIN
anznan, Do

CAPTAIN




TINL
TIME

TIME LEAN

IMLEAGE TO SCE
‘ PUMP TIMNC
FEET OF LADDER
1 INCH HOSE
1 1/2 INCH HOSE
21/2 iCH HOSE
3 INCH HOSE ) G
GALLONS USED { O 0

MEN RESPONDING
CAPTAIN

UTILITY TR KS
(613, MAINTENANCE TRUCKS, 5G00 WATT LIGHT PLANT TRAILER, ETC.)

TRUCK NO 618 21734
DRIVER Youtha 3

ENGINE COS. 31 LADDER COS. h RESCUE UMTS 5 HOSE WAGONS __ O
TANKERS 0 CHIEF OFFICERS __ 3 __ FIRE PERSONNEL 69 UTILITY TRUCKS _2
LIGHT PLAKT TLRS._1

TOTAL PUMP TINE ]s 1 TOTAL HOSE USED TOTAL LADDERS USED IN FEET
g fe £

AEriaL 2085 1b

EST. WATER USED ___121.0C0 pals 5( HAND 2705t

MUTUAL AiID

EQUPMENT SERVICE PROVIDED

rd by ot Sintica ©

DAVIS MONTHAN
HUGHES A!RCRAFT - 7
S0. TUCSOH F.D. K 1020

2L o oa OGJ

reznended en
4 C

tdcn 3!

, fuegen Fiye Statior

ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER AGENCIES OR PERSORNS
(RED CROSS, C.D., FOOD DONATIONS, AMBULANCE COMPANIES, ETC.)
NO.
AGENCY/PERSON  ,PERSO

tad CI 1)

sy poacded

OTHER CITY DPZPARTMENTS

DEPANTMNENT PERSONS [ '),6CcH EQUIPMENT “TRVICE PROVIDED

Streat.:

= truck felueled "‘viz_é--;_ﬂraq|;e at the conana
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Jperaticns Ghief . . .

a_cf cpsroiions 2t stat, 1

scena, in charpe of staging

TOTAL 'CHIEFS REPORTING__13

aiklin

To the Scene
TRAINING PERSONNE

Gregory

D130 ) ==

e830 _

TQ *ha _scearn
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FENSES OF CITY DURING . AZRGENCY

.
PLATOCN COMI Das
DISTRICT NO | CHIE zlics . CISTRICT N0 2 cHiEF _Uliver

TYPE OFF DUTY
OF CREW OR IF RESPONDING
APPARATUS - MUTUAL ON FIRE CALL DURING THE
OR p U ) EMERGENCY - GIVE REPORT NUMBER
APPARATUS WO, E ZTME [ TIE | AND TYPE OF CALL

610107 o 0178 Recens 12 dif,

162 01L2 to 0202 Rescus 12 zuto

“hély 030 to 031l Rege E=f Tnvectirate

unit Brash Fips
1o It noed for cyvoe

gate ewcl

7 AT ! FFICER e TO MUTUAL AID COIPANIES
Liriern Cffdinern
CAVIS MNONTHAN FIRE DEPARTMENT Contain Roe-lio Zunira
HUGHES AIRCRAFT FIRE DEPART
SOUTH TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT hiaf Rugsell Q125 to0 0230 Kzveloh G230 to 042

NAMES OF CREW MEY OF MUTUAL AID COMPANIES

HUGHES

At 2 Yy
LA LIz

Totsdl men iro- LY .2l ren from Eughes T Total men from So.T. 12

Total Mutual Aag Personnel Keperting 20
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MYN. BELL
TELEFHONE
UTHERN ARIZONA iy
BANK

UNION BANK
PENNEY'S

\. PIONEER
2w P HOTEL
JACOME'S o

STEINFELD'S




APPROXIMATELY 350
PERSONS ATTENDING
HUGHES CO. DANCE
(ALL ESCAPED)

BALLROOM

DNNJ‘\ Room

VARSITY RooM

ONING Rogum

A

dl




RM NO OCCUPANT STATUS
20! IRURETAGOYENA, TADEO (FAMILY) ‘UNINJURED
306 GUTIERREZ, CARMEN UNINJURED
308 GUTIERREZ , FRANCISCA UNINJURED
310 CAMPBELL,R.D. UNINJURED
326 CANO, JOSE UNINJURED
329 RODRIQUES,JOSE UNINJURED
330 AGUAYQ,FRANCISCO UNINJURED
332 FLORES, JORGE UNINJURED

T CAORY STANDPIPE
SMOKE TOWER

Oowm

2|
\9[/

LEGEND

OCCUPANTS D FIRE AREA
oums@maumzs

RM.NO. OCCUPANT STATUS

406/08 OJEDA, DORA (FAMILY) UNINJURED
425 MANNING, MARY
427 BAILEY,HELEN
432 DRISCOLL,M.A. UNINJURED

FIRE INVESTIGATORS BELIEVE THE
FIRE ORIGINATED IN THESE O AREAS .\

Ilh.
7 u::'

HOSE CASINET

410

T

|

'—I‘N
|

-lle




FIRE

ESCAPE
RM.NO. OCCUPANT STATUS

502 BUSCHE , WILLIAM UNINJURED
509 SANTSCHI,ECWIN UNINJURED
51l CORTES,GABRIEL UNINJURED
512 VIDAURRI, GUILLERMO  UNINJURED
516 PIZANO,CARLOS UNINJURED
525 BAKER, GERTRUDE INJURED
526 SOTELO-GARZA, A. UNINJURED
527 DONOVAN,JOSEPHINE ~ UNINJURED
530 HACKETT, BYRON NOT IN HOTEL DURING FIRE
532 TORRES,#RANCISCO UNINJURED
533 KERLEY,B.J. UNINJURED
534 COKER, EDUARDO UNINJURED

507 509

/T
\9[0/

OCCUPANT STATUS

JUDSON, SHIBL UNINJURED

BECK,L. W INJURED

BOYLE,MRS. JAMES  NOT AT HOTEL DURING FIRE
TANNER,MRS. WILLIAM  INJURED

WRIGHT , JEROME

ROGERS, BETTY

‘. Eim%um

Fiae DRY STANCPIPE
ESCAPE ey L SMOKE TOWER
|




.

ROooF GANDEM AND SUN PARLORS

_RMNO NAME STATUS

701 BUSTAMANTE, JOSEFINA  INJURED

705 ANCHETA, MANUEL INJURED

708 ARNETT, DONALD UNINJURED

710 BORDWELL, WILLIAM UNINJURED

712 SOTO, HUMBERTO DECEASED — CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
SOTO, IGNACIO DECEASED - CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

714 ASHURST, EDWARD INJURED

716 DORNER, LYDIA UNINJURED

722 SOTO, HUMBERTO UNINJURED

\o[V|

RMNO NAME STATUS

802 GONZALES, MARIA UNINJURED

803 ANTILLON, JAVIER DECEASED - FALL ~
ANTILLON, MARTIN DECEASED - FALLL
ANTILLON, CATALINA DECEASED — FALL®
ANTILLON, JOSE DECEASED —BUSNS
ANTILLON, IGNACIA DECEASED - BURNS

805 SIGNS, EFFIE INJURED

809 FORD,OR & MRS W. H INJURED

810 SOUERS, EDITH INJURED

822 MAC LAURY, RICHARD UNINJURED




3y P

@& @

OCCUPANT

STATUS

LUKEN, ANTONIO
LUKEN, FRANCISCO

SIMON, WILLIAM

DECEASED-BURNS
DECEASED- BURNS
DECEASED- BURNS
DECEASED-BURNS
DECEASED-FALL <
DECEASED-BURNS
INJURED

INJURED

DECEASED-CARSON MONOXIDE POISONING

INJURED
UNINJURED

rj =y

1008

1010 1012

1016 1018

OCCUPANT

STATUS

D' HEDOUVILLE,, PAUL
DALE, VELMA
BOND,BERNICE
KAUFMAN, ESTELLE
SMELSER,D.P.
GORDON, ELLA
TOLLEFESON,

DECEASED- CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
DECEASED - CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
DECEASED- CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
DECEASED- CARSON MONOXIDE POISONING
DECEASED- CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
DECEASED-CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

UNINJURED




1109
up ORY
] | @ Z STANOPIPE

HOSE CABINET

: v
1104 1106 1oa ilo 12 ia e
o, S ;

RM NO NAME STATUS

1101/1108 STEINFELD, HAROLD DECEASED- CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
STEINFELD, MARGARET DECEASED - CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
1109 REEBE, EDA DECEASED -~ CARBON MONOX!DE POISONING
REEBE, JOSEPH DECEASED - CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
1111 HAAF, ROSELLE INJURED
li22 MALLERY, HARVEY DECEASED - SMOKE INHALATION

GLOVER, OLLIE B DECEASED — CAREBON MONOXIDE POISONING
1123 BOSSARD, EMIL INJURED




lst alarm was dispatched. The initial response

20:29 the
i ngines 1, 2, and 3; Ladders 1 and 3; and Rescue 1.

sted of |

arrived at ti , Captain Carranza reported that
rable smoke ing out windows on the
le of the ‘he crew : gine 1 made a high
e lay on the Stone Avenue side of the building and connected
two 2-1/2 inch lines into the Department wet standpipe con-
from the hydrant on Stonc ximately 200 feet
of the hotel. Later they pumped an ad ional two lines
1

supplied the ladder p

nection on the northwest corner of the building. Engine 1 then

ief Dupont went with Captain Carranza and two members of the
into the hotel. The crew took tr sections of 1-1/2 inch hose
zles with them. Upon entering 1ec hotel the crew noted that
in the lobby were in a state of confusion. Capta
i here the fire was. She stated
in Carranza then had the
rd floor and
1 Ins 3 to use the
2wvator again. rew fc I 1 heat and ke on the third
floor. They proceeded t e 1 1 sta ell i found it was
fully involved. The ew ( ngir l used the hose from the in-
terior wet s d > and made the initial attack on the fire at
this point about onec : minutes after their arrival. They
advanced up the stairway and attacked the fire on the fourth floor
A man came up to Ce 1in C a and informed him that ther
a fire at the center s wel C in Carranza took S e
from another interior hose cal : n the third floor and att: ed
the fire in the center stairwe working his way up to fourth floor.
le rescued a female occ it from the fourch flo md took her to
the lobby. He so che sd oms on the th ! o1 Sc¢ :

these rooms were occupied and these people were

time a
comi
building. Ei ne 2 a high
lay to the dry standpipes on the
el. I'he crew of Engine 2 took 1lix
i cted to the fourth floor standpipe
\ inguished e on the fourth and fifth flcoors
vacuated the occupants. Engine 2 pumped a total of four

lry standpipe. Twa [ these lines were laid by Ei

wo lines standpipe connectio to
crew then tock lines and air paks to the fourth
the smoke tower 1esist ne rews in fire-
ifel ) iptain Schoup
m the east

rew lay two
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Captain Jones had Ladder
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Ladder 1 rescued
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was killed while the
1 used their 45-foot exten-
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation

Thank you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a comguterlzed database by Dave Rid-
ings retired Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater
Tucson Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is l}?rovided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be
from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.
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